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A Study on the Costumes of Socially Critical

Music Videos

Dept., Fashion Design, Graduate school, Dongduk Womens' Univ. Jeong Ha-na
Prof., Dept., Fashion Desugn, Dongduk Women's Univ. Choy Hyon-sook

Music video, which is one of the outcomes of postmodernism, has emerged as a new medium for
generations who enjoy music throughout the world. Music video, which is the combination of sound
and image, is a sign showing the opening of the age of visual image after the age of audio. Music
video has become a new means of promoting music and a cultwal icon representing generations
enjoying pop music. In addition, the background of music video as well as clothes and items used by
the singers is gaining high popularity.

Socially critical music videos show strong and straight images containing purposeful messages that
criticize social situations. Clothes, items and background in mwsic videos reinforce the effect of such
messages that criticize social situations.

The present study purposed to examine the fimctions of music videos through literahre review and
demonstrative research. Literature review referred to previous researches and books related to mwsic
videos that were considered to be critical by pop mwsic critics. In addition, for demonstrative research,
we selected works to be studied from video tapes recording the performances of musicians to be
studied and their music videos through consultation with costume specialists.

The scope of the study was from 1992 to the present as of 2004, It was because ‘Seo Taeji and
Boys® and Seoul Broadcasting System (SBS) emerged in 1992. ‘Seo Taeji and Boys™ popularized the
genre of nusic video, emphasizing the visual effect of existing nwsic videos. With the opening of SBS,
TV viewers were provided with various images and programs.

The results of this study are as follows. First, costumes in music videos express the themes of the
music and maximize the image of criticism. Second, costumnes in music videos represent the themes or
messages of the music and describe the singers” personality. Third, costumes in music videos create the
singers” images and function as the media of fashion and conmmmication to generations who enjoy

music videos

Key words : Music video, visual image, social situations, Socially critical nmsic videos, costumes, messages



