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A Study of Goth Image Expressed in Fashion Illustration

MA course, Dept. of Fashion Design, The Graduate School of Duksung Women’s University.,
Koh-Woon Kim
Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Duksung Women’s University., Dong-rim Chang

In modern society, which is rapidly changing, together with the development of science, people are
feeling estrangement and dissatisfaction with reality and have an evading desire to find a place to hide.
This type of occurrence, combined with a retrospective mood, appears as a new trend known as a
recently presented New Gothic, and a Goth style has been created in fashion.

Together with the evolution of fashion, illustration has developed as a creative:modern visual
language that passes on fashion images to the public.

Goth has ways of thinking that are more liberal than the models of everyday life, and it rejects
stereotypes to give birth to a unique culture and fashion. Therefore, illustrations that express Goth
images allow effective communication with the public who now want stimulation that is more shocking
and creative.

In this research, through theoretical examination, the concept and setting for the appearance of Goth
has been observed and types of Goth, and its characteristics have been examined.

Also, the Goth image expressed in fashion illustrations was analyzed on the basis of artistic elements
according to Goth characteristics.

Research results showed that although Goth used to hold a negative image, symbolizing the devil,
after the influence of post-modernism in the latter twentieth century, it was caricatured comically and in
a fun way.

This study was able to come to the conclusion that the shocking and influential Goth images in
fashion illustration can summon instant reaction from the public accompanied by interest and
stimulation, and that it is an effective visual medium, in accomplishing the purpose of communicating
with the public.

key words : Fashion Illustration, Goth, New Gothic, Goth Style, Diabolism.
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