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Abstract

This study aims to carry out a comparative analysis of the colors featured in the ceremonial dresses
of court lady in the Heian Period (794 to 1185).

Therefore, the study chose the Heian Period as the object of analysis, since the people in that
period expressed flamboyance and variety most by wearing kimonos many folds. In particular, the
study was focused on the dresses of court lady, which showed the most colorful features in the period.

For the aforementioned purpose, the study first classified the costumes by the official dresses and
private dresses and carried out a comparative analysis of them, which drew out several characteristics.

First, red was found to be a common color in both the official and private dresses, which indicates
that red and purple were loved much by the noble people for its elegance and concern.

Second, a distribution chart of colors revealed some differences between official and private dresses.
While official dresses tended to employ brilliant colors with warm feelings, private dresses tended to
use gloomy colors with cold feelings. It is also found that the private dresses used a variety of new
colors and tried to make a freer arrangement of colors than the official dresses.

Third, similar ways of color arrangement were found both in the official and private dresses, which
showed little difference of gradation, In the same vein, the purplish blue used in the private dress was
employed for sleeves, giving a rhythmical sense of color to the monotonousness of the red.

By analyzing the distribution chart of the colors of the official and private dresses in the Heian
Period, the study could examine the characteristics of each ceremonial dress and extraction of colors,
And, based on the analysis, the study could derive the common and different features of the official
and private dresses and define several peculiar characteristics of the colors featured in the ceremonial
dresses of court lady in the Heian Period,
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