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A Study on Cross Sexual Styles in Contemporary Men’s
Wear Collections

Kim, Hae Jin - Kwak, Tai Gi’

Master’s Course, Dept. of Fashion Design, Sejong University
Associate Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Sejong University”

Abstract

The concept of gender role was regarded as two extremes in the past because masculinity and
femininity were traditionally considered as independent categories., This was a result of gender-biased
education that distinctly classifies gender roles of men and women. In the 21st century, however, men
express their own sensitivity and personality and even freely show their latent femininity, This is leading to
people breaking away from stereotypes, In fashion, moreover, the boundaries between men’s and women's
clothing is gradually fading away, The freedom of gender expression makes masculinity and femininity in
fashion meaningless. This concept has created a new fashion trend called “cross-sexual-style” that goes
beyond limitations of gender and expresses femininity in men’s clothes, It is considered cross-sexual when
men are prettier than women, take care of the way they look, and express their personal style. This leads
to creative distortion, A cross-sexual trend can even be spotted on the runways these days, with some
fashion shows emphasizing femininity in men’s wear, This study attempts to cover cross sexual styles
presented in modern men’s wear collections. The range of research tries to analyze the characteristics of
the designs and cross-sexual style elements in men's clothing collections since 2009. The results show that
materials that were not used in men’s collections in the past are used to express masculinity and elegance
since 2009. In the past, brilliant colors were largely used to express men's sophistication and the differences
between men and women, but these distinctions are disappearing and the two genders are now found to

be crossing each other,

Key words: cross sexual, men's wear, collection, design
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