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A Study on the Characteristics of Traditional Stripes in Japan

Kim, Hye Soo

Full time Lecturer, Dept. of Traditional Korean Costume, Baewha Women’s College

Abstract

This study is the first step in a comparison of the dress design culture of Korea and Japan for the
purpose of deriving the identity of Korean culture, Deriving the characteristics of the traditional stripes
of Japan was the focus of this study. Active import of stripes in Japan started with imports from Tang
from the Asuka period to the Japanese Edo period. Stripes imported from southern countries gained
popularity due to the popularity of tea ceremonies and kabuki, Finally, at the end of Japanese Edo
period, due to rapid increase of demand, stripes were manufactured directly by local people in Japan
and striped fabrics were widely used from modern times, Thus, types of stripe were diversified and
specific names and product standards were established. The results of this study found that there was
a high frequency of stripes in the colors PB, B, YR and P, and in the tones of dkg, and dp. Many
stripes used a construction of two color combinations and very few used more than five color
combinations. In terms of characteristics of color from color combination & tone, there were high
tendencies of seeking flamboyance with contrasting combination of colors. The colors of stripe in order
of most frequent for two color combinations were PB, B, P and YR. The colors with a PB combination
combined either a PB tone or contrasting colors of YR or Y for a strong contrast as well as
flamboyance, This study found that stripes in Japan are the oldest pattern that stands for the spirit of

the zenith of beauty, which is called ‘iki'(smartness).

Key words: Japan, stripes, Shima, Kando, Tozan, iki
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