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A Study of Maximalism Shown in the Works of Victor & Rolf

Lee, Ji Hyun - Roh, Youn Sun”

Lecturer, Dept. of Fashion Design, Dongseo University
Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Dongseo University"

Abstract

Maximalism, which pursues excess and extremity, is appearing diversely in the modern fashion
world, leading to a new and exciting combination of infinite imagination, experimental design and
technical elements, This concept in contrast to the trend of modern fashion, which attaches importance
to functionality and practicality, is being used as an expression method to realize the sensibility of a
designer. This study analyzes works by Victor & Rolf, which draw attention with original designs, while
focusing on maximal characteristics with an aim to identify the potentially infinite expression area of
maximalism through their design sensibility and expression method, and proposes basic data for
developing a creative design. This study considered maximalism brought to the fore by expanded
excess and extreme formality as a foundaiton, and investigated the characteristics of maximalism
through the works of duo designer Victor & Rolf who have creative ideas and an experimental realm
of work. As a result, the characteristics of maximalism shown in the works of Victor & Rolf were
found to be expansion, ornamentation, fantasy and fusion. First, expansion, a typical characteristic of
maximalism in the works of Victor & Rolf, present maximalism in agreement to its lexical meaning
‘maximal, maximum' mostly using an expanded form and exaggeration in expression method. Second,
ornamentation was revealed through excess use of ribbons and ruffles by developing their unique wit
and original realm of design into decorative elements, and they expressed a gigantic volume with
ornamentation itself and exaggerated one detail of the garment or used it as an instrument for
ornamentation, Third, fantasy gave a fresh impression by combining unconventional, free imagination
with fashion, and works with a shift of casual things were symbolic and shook general fixed ideas.
Fourth, a fusion element was typically expressed by mixing traditional classics and radical avant-garde

factors,

Key words : Victor & Rolf, maximalism
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