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Expressive Characteristics of Experimental Designers

Displayed in Fashion Collections since 2000

Kim, Eun Jung + Park, Ok Lyun

Lecturer, Dept. of Clothing and textile, Kyungsung University
Professor, Dept. of Clothing and textile, Kyungsung University”

Abstract

The objective of this study is to present design materials that may lead to applications in creative design
through a comparative analysis of expressive characteristics from the designers who have attempted many
experimental things in their fashion collection since 2000. Theoretical reviews and analysis was conducted
using fashion collection photos. The subjects of the study were fashion collections by Viktor & Rolf, Hussein
Chalayan and Alexander McQueen, depicting strong creative and experimental minds from 2000 to 2012,
The outcomes of analysis of the designer's expressive characteristics was as follows, First Viktor & Rolf
developed unique designs and combined perfect techniques of haute couture with extraordinary ideas,
Their works expressed things such as a humorous paradox, exaggerated and distorted surrealism and
preposterous  performances. Hussein Chalayan designed visually conceptual items, He showed the a
transformation process in design and attempted to combine fashion with technology. Also, he presented
innovative performances, Last, the expressive characteristics that appeared in the designs of Alexander
McQueen were structured tailoring and unconventional designs using innovative cutting. His design showed
the coexistence of two opposing points and hybrids and expressed a romantic grotesque feel. He provided
narrative performances. The designers showed new creative and expressive characteristics through their
works, Furthermore, their designs broke stereotypes in different ways and they presented various modeling
techniques and attempt hybrids between fashion and other fields. Integration of environment and culture,
art project and innovative performance were also common expressive characteristics, In summary, the
experimental costumes presented at the fashion collections since 2000 attempt unstandardized innovation,
express diversified meanings via many different ways, expand into other areas by pushing the envelope

and fostered modern fashion by providing inspiration for other designers.

Key words: experimental designer, design expressive characteristics, technology expressive characteristics,

performance expressive characteristics
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