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Taste of Spain in Designs by Cristobal Balenciaga

Kim, Ki Sook * Park, Ju Hee"

Master, Dept. of Fashion Design, Graduate School of Fashion Design, Kookmin University
Associate Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Kookmin University”

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to reveal how the emotional origin of the Cristobal Balenciaga brand,
the ‘taste of Spain’, is adopted in his fashion design. After doing academic research on taste and the
definition of ‘the taste of Spain, it was found that cultural capital provided by Spain sublimated to the
people in Spain and then it expanded to become a regional preference and finally, the taste of Spain.
Each feature of Spanish cultural capital such as history, local features, folk costume, art, and ethnicity
were categorized. Hence, the taste of Spain was categorized as gorgeousness, magnificence, vibrancy,
cultural diversity, and popularity, Balenciaga’s designs, which are characterized by delicate decorations,
structural silhouettes, vivid colors and fluid details, are closely linked to ‘the taste of Spain’, which is
especially gorgeous, magnificent, and vibrant, Therefore, Balenciaga’s designs are discussed from the
point of view of; first, gorgeous decoration; Second, magnificent structure; and third, vibrant color and
detail, This study is about the emotional beauty and artistic origin of Balenciaga’s designs based on ‘the
taste of Spain’ beyond just formative features, This study could be used as a source for follow-up

studies establishing the relationship between designers’ cultural backgrounds and their design identities.

Key words: Balenciaga, taste of Spain, gorgeousness, magnificence, vividness.
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