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An Exploratory Study for the Development of an
Ethical Fashion Standards Accreditation System

Jang, Nam Kyung - Lee, Jun Ok

Associate Professor, Major in Textile & Fashion Design, Hansei University
Lecturer, Major in Textile & Fashion Design, Hansei University”

Abstract

This study based on the need to suggest ways of practicing ethical fashion in the fashion industry
and for evaluation tools needed to execute the methods suggested. The goals of the research were (1)
to investigate domestic and international accreditation systems related to ethical fashion, (2) to define
the concepts related to an accreditation system in ethical fashion based on interviews with practitioners
and accrediting staffs of ethical fashion, (3) to establish the standards of an applicable ethical fashion
accreditation system for promoting the implementation and cooperation of a sustainable system in the
fashion industry, The results of this study are as follows; Major sub-systems of an accreditation standard
are proposed as the environment, people, and cooperation, and these three sub-systems establish the
concept of an ethical fashion accreditation system through socially conceptual integration, Furthermore,
accreditation lists for ethical fashion are developed under the categories of the environment, people,
and cooperation, The developed accreditation lists consist of 11 items in the environment sub-system,
14 items in the people sub-system, and 10 items in the cooperation sub-system for a total of 35 items.
The proposed ethical fashion accreditation system is expected to serve to educate and spread ethical
fashion toward consumers, and provide guidelines for the ethical fashion ecosystem such as materials,

the production process, and social and environmental responsibilities of the fashion industry.

Key words: Ethical fashion, ethical fashion standards accreditation system, ethical fashion certification

evaluation tool, ethical fashion certification item
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