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A Study on Mod Style Based on Costumes of
the Movie "Quadrophenia;

Lee, Jin Kyoung - Lee, Youn Hee'
Ph.D. candidate, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Hanyang University
Professor, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Hanyang University"

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the main characteristics of the mod style in the movie
‘Quadrophenia’ that was filmed during the age of mods in the 1960s, For the method of this study,
literature review was mainly used for research of features of the mod style and the socio-cultural
background during the1960s, and analysis of the costume of the main characters and the plot of the
movie. The results of this study are as follows. Most of the mods were the poor working-class youth
in Britain, so they always had a desire to escape from the difficulties in life. This dire circumstance
consequently had led to rise in rebellion against the older generation. The mods had spent most of the
income on buying clothes or adorning themselves, The majority of the mods’ style is neat and modern
as the silhouette or details are quite simple. One of the main characteristics of menswear is the
order-made suit, including a tailored jacket with no-turn-up narrow trousers. The women used to wear
a blouse, cardigan, or pullover with a knee-length H-line skirt, Mods shows well a fashion which
expresses the mental world reflected in politics, economics, society and culture, The mainstream of the
color is bright, neutral or vivid. To sum up, industrialization and urbanization had aroused the mods’
vigorous resistance to the older generation, longing for high society, and conflicts between the classes,

which triggered the mods’ desperate desire to be shown through style, taste, and hobby.

Key words: Quadrophenia, Mods style, subculture
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