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A Study on Fashion Design that Applies the Geometry
of Alexander Calder Found in His Late Stabiles

Park, Eun Young * Joo, Bo Lim’

Master, Dept. of Fashion Design, Ewha Womans University
Associate Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Ewha Womans University+

Abstract

Alexander Calder, throughout his life, relentlessly studied shapes, abstractions, motions, and spaces
with numerous styles of projects such as wooden sticks, wires, paintings, drawings, theater stages,
mobiles, stabiles or even circus performances. This research aimed at studying Calder's late works,
especially the geometric characteristics of his late stabiles, and applying them to fashion design to
expand the creativity of fashion thinking, Geometric characteristics of Calder's late stabiles were
analysed as similar repeat units, atypical traits of strong sharp lines, and curve shapes of nature, These
characteristics are used as patterns on five different fashion designs. The conclusions from this study
are as follows, First of all, possibilities to expand the design styles by emphasizing the detailed
elements of sculpture referenced from Calder’s stabiles are observed, Secondly, motifs drawn from
simple yet three dimensional stabiles can be applied to the surfaces of fabrics to seamlessly match the
curves of the human body while suggesting many styles of patterns as unique elements, Thirdly, the
spatial styles of Calder’s stabiles, which vary with the viewing angles, can be combined with techniques
to show colors of seams of unfinished surfaces and inner fabrics to create visually three-dimensional
effects. Fourthly, inner clothes with unfinished seams creates contrast in color with outer clothes.
Fifthly, one of the outstanding characteristics of Calder’s, restrained use of color to create contrasts, can
be applied to fashion design in a similar way. Lastly, neoprene fabrics are good fit to deliver shapes

and three-dimensional elements as well as expressing some weights.

Key words: Alexander Calder, stabile, fashion design, geometry, sculpture
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