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A Study on a Creative Fashion Design
Methodology Using Storytelling

- Focusing on ‘Misu a Barbe’ Collections -

Lee, Min Sun
Professor, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Sangmyung University

Abstract

This study was conducted to emphasize the importance of storytelling and promote the use of
storytelling as a fashion design methodology. For this purpose, a case study was conducted on the knit
brand ‘Misu a Barbe, which develops fashion design ideas based on imagination, The research contents
and methodology are as follows, First, literature on storytelling was reviewed. Second, in-depth
interviews were conducted to collect data about the education and career path of the designer, design
methodologies used, philosophy and so on of the brand Misu a Barbe and the datas were analyzed
based on the theories about storytelling, Third, Misu a Barbe collections were analyzed based on the
literature of storytelling. The results are as follows., The designer Misu Kim of Misu & Barbe always
starts her design from a liberal arts way of thinking, Her brand name Misu a Barbe is also the name
of her first collection. It was inspired by the autobiography of a bearded woman who lived in
Strasbourg with hustand and children, The storytelling has effects of education, healing and
socialization, Misu & Barbe’s collections of pleasant imaginative stories stimulate the imagination, critical
power and sensitivity (educational effect) and teach people how to find peace of mind amid busy
reality (healing effect). Finally, it changes the attitudes of people toward life (socialization). Thus
storytellings in fashion products deliver some values more than the products itselves. Storytelling is a
useful design methodology for distributing messages of Koreans in the age of Aallyu (or Korean wave)
3.0. Presenting Korean messages through storytelling in fashion products is a key for creating original

culture in this global age.

Key words: Storytelling, fashion design methodology, education, healing, socialization
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