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The Effect of Media Involvement and Appearance Satisfaction on

Plastic Surgery Related Attitudes and Intentions

- Focusing on Gender and Age -

Park, Soo Kyeong

Associate Professor, Dept. of Clothing and Textiles, Ulsan University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of media involvement and appearance satisfaction
on plastic surgery related attitudes and intentions of women and men from their twenties to fifties. A
total of 571 cases were used as subjects for this study and the survey method was used, The data were
analyzed using reliability analysis, factor analysis, t-test and regression analysis using the SPSS statistical
program, The results were as follows. 1) There were differences in media involvement according to gender
and age. 2) Three factors (risk tolerance of plastic surgery, need/value of plastic surgery, keeping plastic
surgery a secret) were extracted on the attitude toward plastic surgery. The three attitude factors differed
according to gender but not according to age. 3) Media involvement had a significant influence on plastic
surgery related attitudes and intentions. Media involvement had a significant influence on the need/value
factor and risk tolerance factor of attitude toward plastic surgery. The higher the media involvement was,
the higher effect it had on the attitudes and intentions. Females showed a higher effect on plastic surgery
related attitudes and intentions than males, Those in their forties and fifties showed a higher effect on
plastic surgery related attitudes than those in their twenties and thirties, Media involvement had a significant
influence on appearance satisfaction, 4) Appearance satisfaction had a partly significant effect on attitude
toward plastic surgery. The influence of the risk tolerance factor and need/value factor were higher for
those in their forties and fifties than those in their twenties and thirties, Appearance satisfaction had no
significant influence on intention, but attitude toward plastic surgery had a significant effect on intention.
Appearance satisfaction had an indirect effect on intention toward plastic surgery through attitude toward
plastic surgery. The conclusion is drawn that media involvement is a very important variable to understanding

plastic surgery related behavior,

Key words: Media involvement, appearance satisfaction, attitude toward plastic surgery, gender, age
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