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Application of the Concept of Appropriate Technology in Textile

Design

Kwon, Sung Ha

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Dongduk Women’s University

Abstract

As the interest in the use of appropriate technology for low-income area is heightened, there are
many successful cases in the textile design field applying the appropriate technology to fulfill social
responsibility. This study aims at examining the cases which can apply the appropriate technology to
the textile design and analyzing their characteristics. It has significance in that it prepares the ground
for the future development of textile design through appropriate technology. It conducted research on
various theories and definitions about appropriate technology and other designs applying the
appropriate technology, and examined the cases which succeeded in achieving the sustainable
development in low-income area. The characteristics of the successful cases of the regional textile
handicraft corporations in BOP area such as South America, Southeast Asia, Africa are as follows;
sustainable supply of labor, sustainable supply of materials and techniques, sustainable system. Finally,
especially for the textile cases different from other design fields, high-value product development
applying contemporary trends can lead to the stable sustainability of business. It also shows that
traditional craft can have a possibility to be utilized and developed to verify the feasibility of

appropriate technology and social concept of textile design.

Keyword: appropriate technology, textile design, handicraft textile
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