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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to provide cultural insight of Korean modern fashion by using a gender category.
Based on the literature research, it revealed that Korea’s fashion has been changed according to the change of the
gender value. Since 19th century, the Korean government has regulated the gender role while the dress code policy
has been differently applied. However, as the gender value changed after 1970s, various fashion style appeared. Empirical
analysis was conducted to examine gender perception of the Korean society. Interviewees were 11 men and 11 women
in their 20s and 30s in order to examine their gender perception. As a result, it revealed that traditional gender value
in the Korean society is not only a means of expressing sexual identity but also criteria of an ethical norm. However,
the various gender values reflect that the importance of gender value has been weakened. Secondly, as a result of
examining relation between gender value and preference for fashion style, it revealed that the attitude toward gender
value had influence on a fashion style. Also, it has been found that fashion was not only a means of expressing
their tastes and identities but also an important means of expressing courtesy and norms. However, aesthetic attitude
prioritizing one’s own satisfaction is also considered important. This study was conducted to examine the perception
of gender and modern fashion in Korea through interviews. Derived from this study were the specificity of Korean
gender values and cultural characteristic of Korean modern fashion. This study is expected to be conducive to future
research on fashion culture study trying new interpretation of Korean fashion.

Key words : gender, Korean gender value, Korean fashion






